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Business
dean to leave
Western
By EMILY ULBER
diversions@chherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Phuong Vu, a graduate student from Hanoi, Vietnam, is a resident of the Community Engagement House. She and two other residents are researching ways to improve the neighborhood.

Service & Support
Students live, serve in same community
By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

Some students go beyond volunteering in
the community for just a few hours. Instead,
they live it.
Western graduate students Phuong Vu and
Thang Le, both from Hanoi, Vietnam, and
Lexington senior Greg Capillo live in the
Community Engagement House, where they
are trying to make a difference in the surrounding neighborhood.
The house, on East 11th St., used to be the
site of illicit activity, said Leah Ashwill, the
Alive Center’s community engagement coordinator.
The students are ‘mapping’ the neighborhood

by assessing its resources and needs, she said.
Bowling Green resident Bob Basham said
he became concerned about the house about
four years ago after police visited it while
he was renovating his mother’s house on the
same street.
The Bowling Green police department told
Basham that there were about 96 calls to police about things including drugs and domestic violence disturbances at the house between
2000 and 2005, he said. He decided to buy the
house and spent four years renovating it.
“At some point, I began thinking about a
way to use the house to enhance the community that we happily call home,” he said.

If the ban is approved, it’s
our goal that the process
of becoming a smokefree university will be a
gradual process."
—JIM FULKERSON
Faculty Welfare
Committee chair

Depending on smoking survey
results next February, Toppers could
find themselves following in the
footsteps of the Wildcats and the
Cardinals.
The University of Kentucky and
the University of Louisville were
made smoke-free campuses last
month, and Western officials might
consider making the Hill smokefree, too.
The Faculty Welfare Committee,
one of the committees on the University Senate, is compiling a smok-

Officials advise
pre-break ﬂu
vaccination
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

ing survey that students, faculty and
staff can take in February, committee chair Jim Fulkerson said.
He said a formal proposal will be
written and sent to the senate for approval after the Faculty Welfare Committee reviews survey results.
Fulkerson said it would be two
years before the policy went into full
effect.
“If the ban is approved, it’s our
goal that the process of becoming a
smoke-free university will be a gradual process,” he said in an e-mail.
SEE BAN, PAGE 3

SEE FLU PAGE 3

Smoking ban to be considered
By MARY BARCZAK

SEE DEAN PAGE 6

Health and education
officials have at least one There’s the
thing on their holiday possibility
wish lists this year: They
want college students to of spreading
get their flu vaccines.
Health Services sent the ﬂu and
an e-mail to students ear- then bringlier this week saying that
the U.S. Department of ing it back to
Education is encouraging students to get vac- campus."
cinated before they head
home for the holidays.
—GWENDA BOND
Gwenda
Bond,
Kentucky Cabinet for
spokeswoman for the Health and Family SerKentucky Cabinet for
vices spokeswoman
Health and Family Services, said students who
travel during the holidays might get the flu.
“We always encourage vaccinations before holidays,” she said. “There’s the possibility of spreading the flu and then bringing it back to campus.”

SEE SERVE, PAGE 6

news@chherald.com

Just a few days after news that the Gordon Ford
College of Business dean is leaving Western, administrators are working on finding his replacement.
On Tuesday, the University of Wisconsin,
Oshkosh issued a press release announcing that
William Tallon, now dean of Western’s business
college, has been named dean of the UW Oshkosh
College of Business.
Provost Barbara Burch said
officials will begin looking for a
new dean immediately.
President Gary Ransdell said a
search committee will be formed
soon. He expects to have a new
dean in place by the start of the
upcoming academic year.
Ransdell said he doesn’t know
whether the new dean will come TALLON
from Western or elsewhere.
He said he doesn’t want to rush the decision.
“We want to continue the entrepreneurial theme
of the college and continue to drive the quality
that they have built,” Ransdell said.

Law enforces book deadlines
By EMILY ULBER
diversions@chherald.com

A stricter set of rules
for higher education could
streamline the process of
getting textbook information to students.
A small section of a
federal law, the Higher
Education
Opportunity
Act of 2008, states that
all universities must publish the retail price and an
identification number for
all required textbooks, according to an e-mail from
Deborah Wilkins, chief of
staff and general counsel.

FRI. 42˚/ 23˚

As of Dec. 1, the bookstore had only been provided with 79 percent of
the textbook information
it needs for the spring
semester, according to
Wilkins’ e-mail.
Cawthorn said she understood that in some instances, faculty might not
be able to meet the deadline.
Sometimes a faculty
member retires and someone else must pick up his
or her class at the last minute, she said.

The law goes into effect on July 1, 2010, she
said.
University Bookstore
Director Shawna Cawthorn said the bookstore
is working to comply with
the law by posting all textbook information on its
Web site.
Students could use the
information to buy books
on campus, off campus or
online, she said.
But faculty must work
harder to get that information to the bookstore in a
timely manner, Cawthorn
said.

SEE BOOK, PAGE 6

SAT. 48˚/ 36˚

SUN. 49˚/ 46˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Freshman Ashley Anderson, a nursing major, brings her son, Rylan, 1, to sell her books back
to the University Textbook and Supply store on Wednesday afternoon.
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Gabriel Fisher, Silver Creek
Avenue, reported on Dec. 8
that his backpack was stolen
and later recovered from
Cravens Graduate Center and
Library, but his biomechanics
textbook was still missing. The
value of the theft was $50.
■ Michael C. McCance, Keen
Hall, reported on Dec. 8 that
his black Palm Pre cell phone
was stolen from inside the
second ﬂoor shower room in
Keen. The value of the theft
was $660.
■ Jametria Atkinson, PearceFord Tower, reported on Dec.
8 that the right rear window
of her car was broken out. It
was parked in the Poland lot.
The value of the damage was
$200.

Arrests
■ Matthew Clinton Silchuk,
Franklin, was arrested on Dec.
9 and charged with driving
under the inﬂuence of alcohol.
He was released the next day
on a $1,000 unsecured bond.
■ Loran McClanahan, Southwest Hall, was arrested on
Dec. 8 and charged with possession of marijuana. McClanahan was released the same
day on a $500 surety bond.

CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error, the
name of the person in a front
page photo of an ACT prep
session at Bowling Green High
School in the Dec. 8 issue was
incorrect. Sophomore Michael
Crocker is featured in the
photo.
The Herald regrets the error.

Corvette Museum Dollar Days
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the National
Corvette Museum, 350 Corvette Dr.
Kentucky residents pay $1 admission
during December with a driver’s
license
“Sights, Sounds and Scents of
Christmas”
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Eloise B.
Houchens Center, 1115 Adams St.
The Christmas tree display is open
until Dec. 20
Admission is free, but donations are
accepted
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Red Cross,
430 Center St.
City Holiday Open House

BG
WKND
The Herald publishes a weekend
calendar every Friday. Send your
post request by noon Thursday
to calendar@chherald.com.

saturday
Red Cross Blood Drive
8 a.m. to noon at the Red Cross, 430
Center St.
“Sights, Sounds and Scents of
Christmas”
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Eloise B.
Houchens Center, 1115 Adams St.
The Christmas tree display is open
until Dec. 20
Admission is free, but donations are
accepted

“Tapas Time”
5 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Entourage, 935
College St.
Appetizer and drink specials
“A Modern Christmas Carol”
7:30 p.m. at the Capitol Arts Center,
416 E. Main Ave.
“The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever”
8 p.m. at the Public Theatre of
Kentucky, 545 Morris Alley

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

sunday
“Sights, Sounds and Scents
of Christmas”
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Eloise B.
Houchens Center, 1115 Adams St.
The Christmas tree display is
open until Dec. 20
Admission is free, but donations
are accepted

tell

to WIN a

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Bowling Green City
Hall, 1001 College St.
“Tapas Time”
5 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Entourage, 935
College St.
Appetizer and drink specials
“Friday Night @ REDZ”
6 p.m. to 11 p.m. in Downing University
Center
Admission is $3 for students with a
Western ID
Chris Young Concert with Josh
Thompson and Easy Street
7 p.m. at Western’s Agricultural
Exposition Center
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”
8 p.m. at the Public Theatre of
Kentucky, 545 Morris Alley

$100 YOU
gift
think!
us what

WKU Bookstore
certificate

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

“The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever”
3 p.m. at the Public Theatre of
Kentucky, 545 Morris Alley
Children’s Theater Series
- “Fairy Tales You’ve Never
Heard”
3 p.m. at Gordon Wilson Hall

VISIT

wkuherald

.com
to take our

readership
SURVEY.

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL ?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER
OR OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2009 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

*While your insurance company may reimburse
for GARDASIL, coverage and reimbursement for
an individual patient depends on the patient’s
insurance beneﬁts concerning coverage for vaccines.
20904324(12)-09/09-GRD
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Administrators prepare
for legislative session
By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

With about a month to
go until legislators reconvene in Frankfort, Western
administrators are preparing to fight for what
little state money might be
available.
Robbin Taylor, vice
president for Public Affairs, said in an e-mail that
Western’s biggest priority
will be trying to replace
the federal stimulus money
that’s filling the hole in the
state budget.
Higher education in
Kentucky is receiving
about $70 million from the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009
for the 2010-2011 school
year, according to data
from the Council on Postsecondary Education.
About $5.4 million of
that money is going to
Western.
But that money will run
out by June 30, 2011, and
the CPE is calling for state
legislators to replace it.
If that doesn’t happen,

FLU
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Also, there are predictions that there will be another peak of infection in
January, according to the
Health Services e-mail.
Seasonal flu typically
peaks in the beginning of
the year with the colder
months, Bond said.
“It’s very unlikely for
the flu to be around in
warm weather,” she said.

Western will face a budget
reduction of $5.4 million,
Taylor said.
President Gary Ransdell said possible ways
the state could raise more
money include tax reform
and adding slots to Kentucky’s horse racetracks.
“A lot of things will be
explored,” he said.
The CPE is also requesting money for maintenance, new facilities and
improved retention and
graduation rates, Taylor
said.
If approved, CPE’s request will give Western
$3.1 million for 2010-2011
and $2.1 million for the
next year, she said.
Western is planning to
ask for state money for
two major capital projects — $29 million for the
renovation of Thompson
Complex Central Wing
and $49 million for the
construction of a new Gordon Ford College of Business, Taylor said.
In partnership with the
Kentucky Community and
Technical College System,

Western officials are asking for more money for the
Owensboro Community
and Technical College Advanced Technology Center,
she said.
Other business will include working with Rep.
Jody Richards, D-Bowling
Green, to draft legislation
that will allow instructors
to vote for the faculty regent position, Taylor said.
“The current statute
does not provide for those
at instructor level to be
able to participate,” Taylor
said. “We think that should
be changed, and Rep. Richards agrees.”
Legislation is also in
the works that will create
a more seamless transition
for students transferring
from a community or technical college to a university, she said.
“This is a hot-button issue for legislators,” Taylor
said. “. . . We’ll know a lot
more as the session begins
about where this is headed,
but I do look for them to
pass a transfer bill,” Taylor
said.

The presence of H1N1
has declined, but there’s
usually a third wave of illness with flu, Bond said.
The flu is very unpredictable, and people should take
advantage of vaccines if
they’re available, she said.
Terri
Cunningham,
Health Services marketing
coordinator, said that as of
Thursday morning, Health
Services had 205 injectable swine flu vaccines, 51
nasal spray swine flu vaccines and 78 seasonal flu

vaccines.
Health Services offers
seasonal flu vaccines for
$25, but the swine flu vaccine is free for all members
of the Western community,
according to the Health
Services e-mail.
The e-mail also stated
that U.S. Department of
Education officials say students should get flu vaccines when they get home
if exam schedules stand in
the way of getting vaccinated at school.

BAN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

If approved, new smoking zones would be enforced in the fall of 2010,
Fulkerson said.
Western’s
current
policy prohibits smoking
in all classroom and lab
buildings and in dorms,
according to the Faculty
Handbook.
The current smoking zones are outside or
near campus buildings,
Fulkerson said. The new
zones would still be close
to buildings but farther
away.
He said officials would
create about five or six
new smoking zones,
which would combine numerous smoking spots on
campus.
For example, one
location on top of the
Hill could be a potential
zone for smokers around
the Garrett Conference
Center and Cherry, Van
Meter, Gordon Wilson,

3

Potter and Science and he’ll look to SGA, the
Technology halls, Fulker- University Senate and
son said.
Staff Council for direcStudent Government tion.
Association
President
John Drees, a U of L
Kevin Smiley said he spokesman, said Louthinks it’s important for isville’s main campus
everyone at the university has designated smoking
to be on the same page areas until June to help
about the issue.
smokers adjust to the
Smiley, a Danville se- policy.
nior, said he’ll
U of L spokesencourage the enman Mark Hetire Western combert said officials
munity to take the
hope to make the
survey.
campus entirely
President
smoke-free by this
Gary
Ransdell
time next year.
said he’s anxious
Drees said the
to see the survey
university offers
results so he can RANSDELL
free smoking ceslearn how the
sation classes to
campus feels about the the community to help
issue.
reach that goal.
“I can see the value
Ellen Hahn, co-chair
of a smoke-free environ- of the Tobacco-free Iniment,” he said. “But on tiative at UK, said the
the other hand, I am a Wildcats also have access
firm believer in individu- to smoking rehabilitation
al rights.”
programs.
Ransdell said that, as
Both Hahn and Hebert
of now, he doesn’t know agreed that responses to
how officials would en- the bans have been mostly
force such a policy, but positive.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Holiday cheer and jeers
Herald gives annual
Christmas presents
It’s that time of year
again. As students wrap
up their classes and prepare for finals, the Herald
would like to spread some
holiday cheer by handing out presents to those
who’ve been naughty and
nice this semester.
To start things off,
Western administrators
get a lifetime supply of
AstroTurf. With artificial
grass covering campus
lawns, maybe we can
tailgate again next fall.
Parking and Transportation Services get a flat
tire on each of their vehicles. Now we can park
our bikes in peace.
After three semesters
without thinking outside
the bun, students can
have Taco Bell back.
Now that the “at risk”
groups have gotten their
shots, everyone else on
campus gets the swine
flu vaccine so they’re
protected from the H1N1
virus over the break.
After a winless season,
the football team gets
a new coach. Oh, wait,
Athletics Director Wood
Selig and President Gary
Ransdell already took
care of that. Nice work,
fellas.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian Ryan-

Downing can have some
LED Christmas lights to
make her holiday decorations festive and environmentally friendly.
A stack of board games
and a Florida real estate
magazine should be sent
Provost Barbara Burch’s
way to help occupy all
the free time she’ll have
when she retires in June.
The Board of Regents
gets a backbone so its
members can continue to
stand up to Ransdell next
semester.
Former football Head
Coach David Elson won’t
be getting any presents because he’s now $500,000
richer. In fact, part of his
contract buyout will be
used to pay for everyone
else’s presents.
Bowling Green can
have a giant pair of scissors to help cut through
all the red tape to finish
rezoning for downtown
redevelopment projects.
We’re not sure they understand how bad we
need that parking garage.
A string for every student to tie around his or
her finger should help us
all remember to set our
preference for residual
money for the new WKU
Debit Card.
Gary “The Rabbit”

T &
B
OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to class being
over today.

BOTTOMS to to having finals next week.

TOPS to Christmas
presents waiting for us
back home.

BOTTOMS to only one
week to finish Christmas shopping.

Ransdell gets another
rabbit to add to his growing bunny collection on
campus. To add some variety, we’re making this
one out of a shrub instead

of a tree.
The Herald hopes its
readers have a prosperous and successful year
in 2010. And a football
win wouldn’t be bad,

either.
This editorial represents
the majority opinion of
the Herald’s 11-member
editorial board.

TOPS to free breakfast
at the Fresh Food Company next week.

BOTTOMS to all the
rain. Where’s the snow?

COMMENTARY

College, Herald experiences last past graduation
I’ve never been one
me.
for fads.
It changes
It takes me a while to
— the people
adjust to things such as the
in
charge,
newest fashion statement
the
stories,
or the hippest music.
the look. But
For instance, Lady
though we may
Gaga and the return of
be “sexy” now,
clothes from the awful '80s
gone slimmer
make me very nervous.
KATIE BRANDENBURG and brighter,
Deep down, I like Herald managing editor, and though I’m
things that are steady, de- Berea senior
not a young
pendable. I’d choose ink
reporter covstains on my fingers over
ering Student
the glare of a monitor any day.
Government Association meetFor more than four years, the ings anymore, deep down it’s the
Herald has been that thing for same Herald that I’ve loved since

my first semester at Western.
It’s still deeply devoted to
Western-centric coverage and
giving our readers all the information they need to make important decisions, and I’m proud of
that constancy.
So it’s hard for me to accept
the fact that my dependable thing
won’t be there for me in one
week’s time.
I feel like I’ve grown up during my time at the Herald. The
lows of stories gone wrong along
with the highs of the perfect word
or quote or headline have made
me the person I am now, and the

friends I’ve made in the process
have supported me though it all.
The comforting thing to those
of us leaving Western this semester is that our experiences here
have had a lasting impact. We
couldn’t shake them even if we
wanted.
So maybe I’ll hang on to my
denial. I’ll always be a Heralder,
but come Dec. 19, I’ll just have
to come to grips with a new position — reader.
This commentary does not represent the views of the Herald or the
university.

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
photo@chherald.com

1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Van Meter Hall
The addition and renovation will be completed by the
end of January 2010, which is several months ahead of
schedule, said Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design and Construction. The auditorium has undergone
a renovation and received an addition that will be used
for dressing rooms and an orchestra pit, Russell said.
The project cost $21.8 million and is funded by a mixture
of university and state funds, Russell said.

5

By LAUREL WILSON | news@chherald.com

College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences building

Chandler Memorial Chapel
and Columbarium

The new building, located on Normal Drive across
from Mass Media and Technology Hall,is 58 percent complete, said Ben Johnson, assistant director of Planning,
Design and Construction. It’s on schedule to be ﬁnished
by November 2010 and open for spring 2011 classes.
The building will be an asset to campus, aesthetically pleasing and LEED certiﬁed, meaning its design is environmentally responsible, Johnson said.
The project costs $35 million and is funded by state
money, Russell said.

Construction of the interfaith chapel and columbarium, which will house cremated ashes, began last summer
near the Craig Alumni Center and Schneider Hall, Russell
said. It’s expected to be completed by May or June 2010.
Officials have had a lot of interest in the project from
the campus community and alumni, said John Paul Blair,
assistant vice president for Institutional Advancement.
Sofar,18niches,whichholdtwournseach,havebeensold.
The university raised the $2 million for the project from
private donations, Blair said.

Other projects:
Preston Center: The $9.5 million addition of a weight room is ﬁnished, but
work on updating the existing building
will continue through January. The new
weight room will be open for use next
week, but then it will be closed until
classes start in January.

Science and Technology Hall: The
building, located next to Cherry Hall
and across from Hardin Planetarium,
will be open for classes in January after
undergoing a complete renovation for
$7.3 million. Renovations include a new
ceiling, ﬂoors and plumbing.

Happy
Holidays
from the BIG EAT TINY PRICE MENU
STARTING AT BA?L(
Herald. $5ITEMS
Stuﬀed Pizza Rollers • $5 Personal PANormous
®

See you next
semester.

$5.99 P’Zone • $5.99 Medium 1 Topping Pizza Mia
Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
J84668CG
5<:E875H6>F 2631 Scottsville Rd • 782-9056
BE78EBA?<A8

c\mmT[hg!Vb`

Carryout • Delivery

1200 Smallhouse Rd • 781-9898
Delivery Available with $8 Minimum Purchase

Paul C. Orberson Clubhouse: The
privately funded $950,000 baseball
clubhouse will be done by the end of
January in time for the 2010 season.
Carroll Knicely Conference Center:
The $5 million addition will be ﬁnished
in November 2010.

Owensboro campus: A new $7.5 million
classroom and administrative building
will be open for classes in January.
Source: Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design
and Construction and Steve Rey, director of Intramural and Recreational Sports

PROUD

WHY PAY MORE MENU

J>H

79¢ 89¢

TO SUPPORT

99¢

EVERYDAY ITEMS ONLY

OR

OR

2628 Scottsville Rd.
and 1162 W. 31 Bypass
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Traveling 'Fairy Tales' home for three shows
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

By ERIN KENNEY

tomorrow at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. in Gordon Wilson Hall.
The play focuses on fairy tales inspired
by the Brothers Grimm, with twists that
surprised and enthralled the children, Emmerich said.
They told seven stories about prissy
princesses, tricky kings, omniscient narrators and odd creatures.
Lawrenceburg sophomore Whitney
Hendry is passionate about her reasons
for acting.
“The children,” Hendry said. “I love
the children.”
One story in the play is called “The

diversions@chherald.com

Molly Kays switched from being a narrator to a bird to a dog in one scene during
a rehearsal for Western’s traveling theater
group on Dec. 9 in Gordon Wilson Hall.
The group, comprised of four sophomore actors and director Becca Drew Emmerich, a Smiths Grove sophomore, spent
the semester waking up as early as 4:30
a.m. to travel to southern Kentucky elementary and middle schools to perform
their self-made show “Fairy Tales You’ve
Never Heard,” showing today at 4 p.m.,

SERVE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Basham contacted the ALIVE
Center, at 1818 U.S. 31W, to
look for responsible tenants that
wanted to help the community.
“The ALIVE Center took the
ball and ran with it, pulling together the necessary resources
to create a community engagement project we’re calling The
Hill House,” Basham said.
Vu and Le use their academic concentrations to help
research certain aspects of the
neighborhood.
Vu, who is working on her
masters in communication,
said she studies the neighborhood’s communication styles
and tries to improve neighbors’
connections to one another by
hosting events.
Le is working towards his
MBA and is researching the
property values in the area, he
said.
The students hosted a picnic
for the neighborhood to let the
residents get to know each other, Vu said. They also have Sunday dinners so the neighbors can
voice concerns. The students
then convey those concerns to
the city. The concerns sometimes include taking care of personal property, the traffic speed
or the living environment.
“We are helping the neighborhood to be aware of these
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problems and improve the
overall picture of the neighborhood,” she said.
The Community Engagement House participants won
two awards from the city for
their work with the house.
In November, the tenants received the Neighborhood
Builders Award, and Basham
received the Operation PRIDE
award this month.
Vu said she was proud to be
recognized by the city.
“The award is a great motivation for all of the project
members to keep moving on
and devote more to the neighborhood,” she said.
The tenants are working
with the ALIVE Center to try
to find sponsors that will help
with the cost of living in the
house. After rent and utilities,
Vu and Le pay about $480
a month, Vu said. Capillo is
sponsored by Basham and
pays a reduced rent as a trade
for his community service.
The current tenants of the
house will move out at the end
of next semester, so the project is
looking for four graduate students
to participate in the project.
Vu said she hopes future
tenants will use the neighborhood research to better the
community.
For more information,
call graduate studies at
270.745.2446 or go to www.
cehouse.blogspot.com.
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Mouse, The Bird, and The Sausage.”
It was Lawrenceburg sophomore Molly Kays’ favorite tale.
“I really enjoy it because the characters
have been developed so well,” Kay said.
Kay played the narrator, an informative, sassy bird, and a hungry dog.
But perhaps the character the children
adored most was the sausage played by
Bowling Green sophomore Will Meredith, who took the character and developed it even though the character had no
lines, Kay said.
He walked across the stage with a flatfooted shuffle, hunched over like a limp

BOOK

other schools where textbooks were ordered for
her, which can be frustrating.
It can also be hard for
new faculty members to
immediately know which
books they might need for
a class, Reames said.
“A lot of research goes
into picking textbooks,”
she said.
The full text of HEOA
is more than 300 pages
long and deals with compliance issues on all ends
of the spectrum, Cawthorn
said.
Wilkins said a group
will probably meet in January to discuss creating an
HEOA compliance Web
site, which she called a
“single place we can connect all the dots.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

But for the most part,
faculty should get textbook
information to the bookstore as quickly as possible because, in the end,
students are the ones who
suffer, Cawthorn said.
And if Western doesn’t
comply with all parts of
the law by this summer,
the university risks losing federal financial aid,
which will directly impact
students, she said.
Associate English Professor Kelly Reames said
it’s important for faculty
to be allowed academic
freedom when choosing
textbooks.
She said she’s taught at

noodle and blurted incoherent phrases
inspired by the Sims, Meredith said. He
also wore a sausage link hat that jiggled
as he moved.
“You really have to delve into the
psyche,” Meredith said.
Emmerich said the moment Meredith put on the sausage hat, there was
an uproar among the children. They
would talk back to him, warning him
when the hungry dog was near him, she
said.
“Seeing the kids watch the show is
probably my favorite part,” Emmerich
said.

DEAN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Burch said Tallon, who came to Western
in 2006, didn’t make it a secret that he was
looking for a job elsewhere.
Though Tallon didn’t submit a formal letter of resignation before UW Oshkosh made
the announcement, Burch said he’s kept her
informed throughout the search process.
“He’s done a very fine job as dean,”
Burch said. “...We wish him well.”
Ransdell said he respected the job Tallon
did as dean, but he would have liked the position to have a little more stability.
Ransdell said he knew Tallon was a candidate for positions at other universities, but didn’t
know anything for sure until Wednesday.
David Williams, a spokesman for UW
Oshkosh, said the press release on the university’s Web site is the official statement
on the hire.
Tallon didn’t return multiple calls to his
office and house by press time.

■ NEWS BRIEF
SIFE sponsors
waste reduction
competition
A group of sixth
graders will get a chance
to enter the professional
world today instead of
going to class.
Western’s Students In
Free Enterprise organization is sponsoring “Waste
at the Source,” a com-
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petition in which teams
of sixth graders from regional schools will show
presentations about waste
reduction, said Meggan
Selzer, the chief operational officer of SIFE.
Nine teams will present to company managers from businesses
such as Sam’s Club and
Denny’s, she said.
The competition will

L

be at 9:30 a.m. in DUC
Theater.
Selzer, a Louisville
senior, said she came
up with the idea for the
competition after noticing that one of SIFE’s
key areas, environmental sustainability, had
fallen to the wayside.
She said she chose
sixth graders as her target audience because
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she wanted an age group
that was eager to learn
and willing to face a
challenge.
Students from Warren
Elementary, North Warren Elementary and Plano Elementary schools
will participate in the
competition, according
to a press release.
— Mary Barczak
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Expo hosts
country artists
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

Students looking to
take a break from studying will get a chance when
a night of country comes
to Bowling Green.
Country
musicians
Chris
Young,
Josh
Thompson and Easy
Street will be performing
at Western’s Agricultural
Exposition Center at 6:30
tonight.
Easy Street, a Bowling
Green-based band, will
open the concert.
Steve Jones, the
drummer, said they’ve
played in Ohio, Alabama
and other areas in the
Southeast, but they try to
play in Bowling Green
at least once every six
weeks.
Southern
Kentucky
Entertainment is the company sponsoring tonight’s
concert.
Young’s singles include
“Getting
You
Home” and one of Josh
Thompson’s recent songs
is “Beer on the Table.”
Scott Roach, cofounder of SKE, said they
chose Young because he’s
made a name for himself
and will pull some people
in. He said Thompson
and Easy Street would be
good opening acts.
“Josh Thompson ...
got his start in Bowling
Green,” he said. “I hope
the community will come
out and support these

groups and enjoy themselves.”
Talley said that SKE
usually hosts shows at the
Capitol Arts Center, but it
was booked.
He said they approached the Ag Expo
Center, and its staff said
they’d love to do it.
“We picked the Friday
before finals for college
kids who were looking
for something to do that
weekend,” Talley said.
Jones said the show
will add to Easy Street’s
credibility and help promote their record, “Bullitt
County Sessions,” which
was released in April.
All the members of Easy
Street are Western graduates.
“We’re all best friends
first and foremost,” he
said. “We’re like brothers. We just want to play.
We love to entertain.”
Jones said they were
glad to support Thompson and Young, as well as
the venues.
Talley said they have
sold more than 600 advance tickets.
Jones said Easy Street
will be playing about 45
minutes of original material.
“I think it’s gonna be
packed,” he said. “We
just want to get the crowd
wound up and have a
great show.”
Tickets can be bought
at the door or by calling
270-745-2578.

Gyros
Sandwiches
Greek Specialties
Pizzas
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Columnist says goodbye
Allow me to introduce
myself and this column.
I am Jennifer Dooper,
columnist and two-time
public sex witness.
And this is my column,
Bumper to Bumper, inspired by said witness experiences.
See where I’m going?
For the kind souls who
have kept up with my public musings since these first
lines a year ago, you may
remember what sparked
my urge to begin writing
this column (giggling allowed here). For those of
you who may not have
read it, what happened was
this: My friend and I nearly crashed into two folks
doing it doggy-style in a
park path while riding our
bikes, and I thought the
event to be funny enough
to share in this newspaper.
The looks on their
faces! As they yanked up
their pants and looked up
with a glare that seemed to
say, “What are you doing
on this path?” as if we had
misread the signs. We just
laughed at them and turned

around, thankful that it write about.
was us who stumbled upon
And that’s when I startthem and not the two young ed to seriously learn about
boys pedaling behind us.
myself.
And so this column
You see, I couldn’t rely
was born, the child of two on people doing stupid
horny people on a Sunday things to fill up 500 words
afternoon in a public park each week. Somehow I
(if only all conception sto- had to distinguish between
ries could be as colorful).
what was asking for attenOriginally, I had ev- tion and what needed my
ery intention to describe attention. This was not
bumper-to-bumper situ- easy, of course, because
ations
like
there
were
this one in all
many nights
my columns,
in which the
connecting
only things
them to the
that needed
conflicting
my attention
nature of huwere
wine,
man experimy boyfriend
ence.
The
and my bed
disappoint(not
necesing — and
sarily in that
fortunate — JENNIFER DOOPER
order).
thing about Herald columnist
But
I
this,
how- diversions@chherald.com found things I
ever,
was
cared to write
that stumbling upon topics about soon enough, things
wasn’t always so fortu- that made me shake with
itous as the bike path in- nervousness for fear of
cident. And I wasn’t about misrepresenting myself,
to start asking people to which is always a posperform, so I had to start sibility when words are
thinking of other things to the medium. I celebrated

Obama’s election, scorned
Subway bags, got angry
at men in trucks, questioned skimpy costumes,
exploded at butt-grabbing
efforts in bars, asserted
that our campus needed a
playground, judged people
who judged (something to
do with me wearing a bandana) and tried my best to
commemorate my friend
Farhat, who passed away
this semester.
On these pages I discovered myself, or at least
parts of me. And I want
to thank you, readers, for
giving me that chance. I’m
not going to be writing this
column next semester so
that I can have more time
for other things, but I’ve
enjoyed every bumperto-bumper moment I’ve
shared with you.
If you’ll allow me now,
I would like to re-introduce myself: I am Jennifer
Dooper, former columnist,
and these have been my
thoughts, inspired by you
and this world we live in.
It’s just time for me to see
where I’m going.

SPENDING

own university, and action
from across the board was
needed to change that.
But many presidents
said they were unsure of
what possible solutions
may be in the near future,
the report said.
The second study explored those results and
found many presidents
felt they have limited individual power to cause any
change. The commission
also found the majority of
presidents were doubtful
that specific conferences,
as well as the National
Collegiate Athletic Association, had any power to
induce a change.
Ransdell said he understands why university
presidents may feel helpless to affect change in the

perienced that problem
with the recent search for a
head football coach.
“One coordinator was
making $800,000 a year
and came here asking
much more,” he said. “We
just had to walk away and
look elsewhere. Some
were making more than
they would here and were
willing to take a pay cut in
order to be a head coach.”
Selig said the university
was prepared to walk away
from new football Head
Coach Willie Taggart if his
asking price was too high,
even if they felt he was the
right candidate.
According to Deborah
Wilkins, chief of staff and
general counsel, Selig will
propose a five year contract for $225,000 a year.

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“Any time your expenses increase in any area,
that’s cause for concern,”
Selig said. “My initial concern is if we can afford and
retain the best coaches.”
The commission conducted the study in two
stages, first interviewing
95 of the 119 FBS university presidents, according
to its report. The second
stage involved an in-depth
interview with 67 presidents of the original 95.
In the original interviews, the commission
found that four of five
presidents felt the ability
to sustain coaches’ salaries was a problem at their

current economic situation, but he doesn’t believe
Western will be affected.
Ransdell said most universities are self-supporting,
so it’s up to the president to
make sure market-driven
salaries in an athletic program don’t come at the expense of the overall budget.
“We can’t pay for what
we can’t afford,” he said.
“We just have to understand
our revenue profile, live
within it and do the best we
can to have talent, skill, loyalty, passion and character
embodied in our coaches,
be it football or otherwise. I
think we can do that within
our salary structure.”
But Ransdell said successful coaches could demand larger salaries.
Selig said Western ex-

For Rent

For Rent

(270) 846-1195
1006 State Streett
Y
Bowling Green, K
KY
42101

City of Bowling Green
PART-TIME POSITIONS
Parks and Recreation
AEROBICS INSTRUCTOR:
Instructs aerobic activities,
including yoga, spinning, and
other specialty classes. CPR &
First Aid Certiﬁcations required.
Classes are primarily in the
evenings with some mornings,
and weekends; $16.72 per hour.
Positions open until ﬁlled.
Interested applicants should
obtain an employment
application from the Human
Resources Department in
City Hall, 1001 College Street,
Bowling Green or from our
website at www.bgky.org. The
City of Bowling Green in an
Equal Opportunity Employer
and a Drug-Free Workplace.

270-846-1000
“Waive 50% off $200 Service fee when
you apply now”
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Taggart hopeful for change
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

In his first official meeting with the media since his
opening press conference,
Head Coach Willie Taggart
made one thing clear: He’s
going to change the losing mentality of Western’s
football program into one
that’s all about winning.
Taggart attended the
Toppers’
season-ending
loss to Arkansas State and
said he saw potential but
also witnessed a team that
didn’t know how to respond
to adversity. Western led
20-10 in the fourth quarter
and went on to lose 24-20,
ending the season 0-12.
“I saw a team, especially in the first half, that
played with a purpose
— played like they know
how to win, so I know they
have it in them,” Taggart
said. “Watching that day, I
saw a team that had trouble
with adversity. When adversity strikes, they don’t
know how to respond to
it yet. They responded in

GOODBYE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

I’ll also never forget
a player like junior
forward Sergio Kerusch.
His dynamic personality
guaranteed a great quote
and a great story. I still
view the profile I did on
him as one of my finest
pieces, and I owe a lot of
that to him and his family,
who were open and
welcoming when I came
calling.
What I don’t think some
people realize about sports
journalism is that for a
kid in this business like
myself, half of my respect
for subjects comes from

the wrong way. They don’t
stick their chests out and
stare adversity in the face
and attack it.”

Taggart meets
with team

Taggart met with the
team for the first time last
Friday and this week conducted individual meetings
with the Toppers, who he
said have been responsive
to his new approach to
playing football at Western.
Taggart went as far as saying “the way it was done
before wasn’t the right
way” and plans to upgrade
every spot on the roster.
Additionally,
Taggart said he will evaluate
the entirety of the former
coaching staff before deciding to retain or release
anyone.
“We’re going to make
this a very highly competitive environment. I want to
build a depth chart to where
every position is competitive where it’s going to
push every guy to work
hard every single day,”
them remembering who
I am. Thanks to all in the
Western community who
simply remembered my
name. The respect I have
for you professionally
is deeper than you can
imagine.
There is no doubt that
I am stepping out into the
real world in a time that is
as dire for journalism as it
is for the entire economy.
Hard work will have to be
put into my career to be
successful.
I believe that I am ready
for that challenge, and I
have everyone I mentioned,
and countless others I
didn’t, to thank for that. So
thank you to anyone I have
ever come in contact with

Taggart said. “It’s my job
to have every single person
who touches this program
— every coach, manager,
trainer, janitor — to strive
for excellence.”

Harbaughs advise
Taggart

In his coaching transition, Taggart said he’s been
in communication with his
old boss, Stanford coach
Jim Harbaugh, and former
Western coach Jack Harbaugh over the past few
weeks.
Taggart said their message was the same — to
keep doing the same things
that made him a successful
Western player and coach
once before.
“Bottom line, they all
told me, ‘Be Willie. Willie’s what got you here.
Don’t be anything different
because you’re plenty good
enough being Willie,’” Taggart said. “So that’s what
I’m going to be.
“I’m ready to chase
greatness and catch excellence in the process.”
in my time as a student.
You have helped me, even
if you never knew it.
I realize how lucky I
am to have the pedestal
I have had to share my
thoughts and opinions with
the community because
not many people in the
world get to gripe the way
I do. So thanks to you, the
reader, for putting up with
me for all this time.
This will be the first of
possibly many professional
goodbyes I will make in my
career. I hope it’s not the
best one, but it certainly is
the toughest.
Journalism helped shape
who I am. I only hope that
in my career, I can help
shape journalism.
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CONFIDENT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

McDonald questioned his team’s
effort last week when they held a 2-3
record, having missed out on a trip to
New York for the National Invitational
Tournament Season Tip-Off and with its
only wins against Wisconsin-Milwaukee
and Cal-State Northridge.
But Evans and Pettigrew were immune
to their coach’s criticisms. McDonald
said they are the two players left on the
team that can be used as examples of
good work ethic.
“I lead by example in practice with how
hard I work,” Pettigrew said. “When game
time comes, I go as hard as I can. When
they see me going hard, that builds their
momentum, and they come out explosive.”
Evans said he’s ready to step up his
leadership as much as his stats in his last
season at Western.
“Time is winding down, and I owe it
to my teammates,” Evans said. “They
need me out there as much as I need
them. Coach is always telling me to be

EFFORT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

But on Wednesday
night, senior forward
Arnika Brown said the effort wasn’t there.
“We just gave up,”
Brown said. “To be honest, we just gave up and
kind of laid down and quit
playing there. They just
kept their composure and
won the game.”
Brown said as quickly
as Western had built its
lead, it was gone.
“I just looked up, and
the score was tied, and
I’m like, ‘Where did that
come from?’” Brown
said. “We basically just let
down and got comfortable
and got beat — simple as
that.”
When asked whether

9

aggressive and always go after every
rebound, and what’s stopping me from
getting it?”
Heading into Friday‘s game against
Vanderbilt, Evans is looking to break into
double figures in scoring for the third
time in a row. Pettigrew has missed out
on scoring more than 10 points in a game
only once this season, against Louisiana
State on Nov. 17.
McDonald suggested that last season,
production from Evans and Pettigrew
suffered as they set screens for the guards,
who took all the shots. The second-year
coach said that didn’t bother the two
model players, even if they deserve more
credit for their work behind the scenes.
“I don’t think those guys care one
bit about their stats,” McDonald said. “I
don’t think they care if they score two
points or 15 points if we win. Those are
the kind of kids that you want on your
team, and those are the kinds of kids that
you want to build your program around.
“The more we get like that, the better
we become.”
Western and Vanderbilt tip off at 8:30
p.m. at Nashville’s Sommet Center.

changes needed to be
made, Cowles said it’s
more important for the
Lady Toppers to improve
on what they are already
doing and be more consistent.
“We have to learn from
it, obviously,” Cowles
said. “But I just don’t
know that we need to up
and change everything
and throw the system out
the window — that’s not
what it is. It’s a matter
of maybe getting a little
tougher, understanding
the pride factor … and establishing that we’re not
going to allow that to happen to us.”
Unlike the Vanderbilt
game, the Lady Toppers
failed to put together a
complete effort against
Louisiana Tech, McNear
said.

“Sunday, we fought
until the end, whether we
lost or we won, and today
we didn’t fight,” she said.
“We just gave up and relaxed and held back.”
The Lady Toppers
won’t have a lot of time to
work out the kinks, hosting Western Carolina at 4
p.m. on Saturday.
But Brown said the
team has no choice but to
move forward.
“I don’t think that
things are out of order,”
Brown said. “I just feel
that when we get up, we
cannot relax as a team no
matter who we’re playing.
We have to just continue
to play.
“I believe in myself,
and I believe in this ball
team. The chemistry is
there, and we’re gonna
learn from this.”

WKUHERALD.COM
For updates on Western
vs. Vanderbilt tonight at
8:30 p.m. check
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The ﬁrst
goodbye
I’m been putting off writing
this column for the past four and
a half years.
In the grand scheme of things,
this is just another column I’ve
written in the last few issues. Another 18 inches of banter featuring my thoughts on life, sports
and the relationship between the
two.
Some would argue that they
don’t intertwine. I would tell them
that they obviously have never
had the honor of doing what I’ve
been able
to do the
past nine
semesters.
I came
to the Hill
without a
thought as
to what I
was doing
here. All I
knew was DAVID HARTEN
that I loved The Walk-On
sports@chherald.com
sports and
loved
to
write, and I figured that at some
point I’d like to combine those
two things. I’m leaving with a degree in news/editorial journalism
and an outlook on life that I never
thought possible.
The success I’ve had came
from the guidance of a number
of people, both in journalism and
outside of it. First and foremost,
the Herald adviser, Mr. Bob Adams. I’ve always been able to
share my opinions and thoughts
with him, no matter how immature or half-baked they were.
He’s made me not only a better
writer but far and away a better
journalist and person.
I’ve had the privilege of covering men such as volleyball
coach Travis Hudson and baseball coach Chris Finwood —
men who were not only passionate about their teams, but fair
and open to me and any others
who came looking for a story. In
covering their teams, I not only
was able to gain perspective on
the squads, but also I was able to
broaden my horizons as a sports
writer.
I have been able to cover players like former baseball player
Matt Ransdell. He is not just the
son of the university president,
but he was also a phenomenal
second baseman and one of the
best student-athlete leaders I’ve
had the honor of covering.

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/HERALD

Junior forward Steffphon Pettigrew drives against a University of Evansville defender during Tuesday's game. The Toppers won 63-57.

Body of work
Evans and Pettigrew 'more conﬁdent' on the court
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Some might consider Head Coach Ken McDonald to be Western’s brains, senior guard A.J.
Slaughter the spark and junior forward Sergio
Kerusch the voice.
After a solid start to the season, senior forward Jeremy Evans and junior forward Steffphon Pettigrew may have secured their position
as the Toppers’ backbone.
Evans and Pettigrew combined to score 24
points and pull down 28 rebounds in the Toppers’ 63-57 win over Evansville on Tuesday,

SEE GOODBYE, PAGE 9

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

marking the first time two Western players recorded a double-double in the same game since
Anthony Winchester and Elgrace Wilborn did it
on Feb 24, 2005.
“You look at them — they’re both more
confident than they were a year ago scoring the basketball,” McDonald said. “They
see themselves in a different light — they’re
playing a different role, and they’re having
to step up, because other defenses are saying,
‘Hey, we’re not going to give A.J. 20 or 25
points.’”
SEE CONFIDENT, PAGE 9

ECONOMICS

Lady Toppers
struggle late

FBS presidents worried
about salary spending
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Junior guard Amy McNear makes a drive toward
the basket within the ﬁrst ﬁve minutes of the
BB&T Classic against Louisiana Tech in Diddle
Arena Wednesday night. Western lost 63-52.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

After the Lady Toppers’
79-73 overtime loss to Vanderbilt on Sunday, Head
Coach Mary Taylor Cowles
said she was proud of the
team’s effort and the way
the players fought.
Cowles did not share
that same sentiment after
Wednesday’s home loss to
Louisiana Tech.
Western (4-4) blew a
14-point advantage in the
second half on its way to a
63-52 defeat, and Cowles
said the team became too
relaxed with a double-digit
lead.

“Instead of grinding and
digging in right then and
there when we go up 14 and
do it at the defensive end,
we got a little lax,” Cowles
said. “They start going inside to their studs that we
knew all about, and their
studs produced for them.”
Vanderbilt senior guard
Merideth Marsh accused
the Lady Toppers of “lying down defensively” in
the teams’ overtime period
on Sunday, a notion junior
guard Amy McNear and senior forward Jessica Magley
quickly dismissed early this
week.
SEE EFFORT, PAGE 9

A recent study by the
Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics revealed a
growing trend among schools
in the Football Bowl Subdivision.
The commission is designed “for the alignment of
athletics programs with their
universities’ educational missions,” according to the study,
which investigated the rapidly
increasing salaries of head
football coaches.
It concluded that the
amount of money generally
allotted to head coaches will
not be sustainable in the long
term.
Though President Gary
Ransdell was not included in

the study because Western had
not yet joined the FBS, he said
he doesn’t think Western will
be affected by this trend.
“We just simply have to
understand our own limitations and live within them and
find ways to be competitive,”
Ransdell said. “Not necessarily competitive in the job market but within our program.
I’m more interested in addressing WKU problems than
those that affect 119 other institutions.”
Athletics Director Wood
Selig said the only concern he
has about the study’s findings
is Western remaining competitive despite not having the
financial means of bigger universities.
SEE SPENDING, PAGE 8
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